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gradually out, when fired. The Carcase they place on a Branch of a large
high Tree, which grows plentifully in their Fields, and fix it in the
Position they would have it mount in when fired, and then they take a
large Bambow for a Tail to balance it. Some I have seen above 120 Foot
long. When the Tail is made fast according to Art, then the Day of
Solemnity is proclaimed, and great Numbers of People of all Ranks,
Degrees and Ages, assemble to see the Rocket fly. When all aie convened,
the Lashings that fastned it to the Tree, are cut, except so many as can
support it from falling, and there are Men with Hatchets ready to cut
them, when the Fire is put to it, which is done by the Owner, and then
the Rocket takes Flight, and some fly a prodigious Height, others come
to the Ground, and fly 5 01 600 Paces in an irregular Motion, wounding
or scorching all that come in its Way. The Consequences of the high Flier
and the low, I have described at Length above.

A little While after the Rockets flying they have another Feast, called the
Collock, and some Women aie chosen out of the People assembled, to dance
a Dance to the Gods of the Earth. Hermophradites, who are numerous in
this Country, are generally chosen, if there are enow present to make a Set
for the Dance. I saw nine dance like mad Folks, for above half an Hour,
and then some of them fell in Fits, foming at the Mouth for the Space of
half an Hour; and, when their Senses are restored, they pretend to foretel
Plenty or Scarcity of Corn for that Year, if the Year will prove sickly or
salutary to the People, and several other Things of Moment, and all by
that half Hour's Conversation that the furious Dancer had with the Gods
while she was in a Trance.

They have various Sorts of Musick, but the Pipe and Tabor are esteemed
the best, tho their stringed Instruments pleased my Ears best. They have
one Sort in Shape of a Galley, with about twenty Bells of several Sizes
and Sounds, placed fast on the upper Part, as it lies along. The Instiument
is about three Foot long, and eight or ten Inches broad, and six Inches
deep. They beat those Bells with a Stick made of heavy Wood, and they
make no bad Musick.

There are two large Temples near Syrian, so like one another in Structure,
that they seem to be built by one Model. One stands about six Miles to
the Southward, called Kiakiack., or, the God of Gods Temple. In it is an
Image of twenty Yards long, lying in a sleeping Posture, and, by their
Tradition, has lien in that Posture 6000 Years. His Doors and Windows
are always open, and every one has the Liberty to see him; and, when he
awakes, this World is to be annihilated. The Temple stands on an high
champain Ground, and may easily be seen, in a clear Day, eight Leagues